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Loyal Obſervatoz : 
Hiſtorical MEMOIRS of the 

| Life and Actions of 


Roger te F10Jer : 


Alias, The Obſervator. 


Ralph. Ere's a clutter with Obſervators 
= three or four times a week! And 
X an everiaſting Din about Nhiggs 
and Trimmers, and the Devil and, 
all of Bugnels! Prethee, Nobbs, let thee and I ſet 
up an Osſervator ; *Tis a pretty Trade, and next to 
that of an Izformer, one of the moſt 7 hrivexg in 
theſe dull times. There's an O!/d Fellow in Holborn 
gets (they ſay) Forty Shillings a Paper certain Pen- 
fion, belides By-Fobbs of two or three Hundred 
Gaineys ata lump: And yet frets, and fgaxzs, and 
raves, becauſe he's no better Rewarded. 
Nobbs, When all the ſwarming Intel/zzencers were 


B ſfilenc'd 
, 


= (2) 
filenc'd, and Thompſon muzzPd, and Care run a- 
way, and Curtis and Jazeway (Poor Snails!) had 
pulPd in their Horns, and were crept into their 
Original Shel(s, I was in hopes the Nation ſhould” 
no more. have been peſter'd with this Make-bate- 
Trumpery ; But ſince the Incorigible Squire {cribbles 
on as cagerlyas ever, I ſee no reaſon why we may 
not put in fora Snack; For « Pampblet's a Pamph- 
et, whether it be writ by Roger the Fidler, or 
Raiph the Cozn-Cutter.. TH 

Ralph. Bur I bar all diſcourſe of Religion or Go-- 
vernment, and Refleions on particular Perſons. 
Nobbs, Prethee haſt thou got a new Invention 
to make Butter without Cream ? Or the Apotheca- 
rics Trick, to-give us Oxycrocinm, and not a dram 
of Saffron in't ! Alas man! *tis the very Efſence of 
an Obſervator to be fullof Myſteries of State, and its 
Priviledge to fall fox/ on any Body. How many 
hundreds have bzen Libe/Pd that way ? Nay, Per- 
fons of hizhe#. Favour and Office have ſcarce eſcap'd 
him of late. Suppoſe I have a mind to, a' good 
warm-Place of Creadt and Profit, (and for ſuch Dain- 
ties O/d4 M-z may. Long, as well as Toung Women ) 
what have I to do, but Print an Oblervatoz, up- 
braid the Government with my Services and Diſap- 
pointments, acquaint the World what Preferments 
{ would be at, and put my Speriozrs roundly in 
mind on't ; As much as to ſay, Sirs ! Tor are un- 
erateful, and-neither underſtand your own Interef, 
or my Merits, Then ſuppoſe I receive a Rab 
from ſome Perſons of Quality that don't think me 
worthy ; Straight Tat em with another. Ob/erwa-. 
zor, 
Ss 
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tor, and Expoſe *em as Trimmers and Betrayers of 
the Government ; and ſo Revenge my ſelf, that 
no body for the future ſhall dare Oypoſe my Pre- 
tenſions. 

Ralph. A clever Courſe ! But methinks ſome- 
what /awcy-; and he that praQtſes it deſerves no. 
other Advancement but to rhe Pillory or Whip- 
ping-Poſt. However, ſince there's an Old Pro- 
verb——T hat One may better ſteal a Steed, than 
Azother peep over the Hedge ; T know not whether 
every Obſervator may be allow'd the like Preroga- 
tive ': Therefore {till I ſay Pl not meddle with 
Ede-T vols. | 

Nobbs. What then ſhall we talk of nothing at 
all ? 

Ralph. No, but of ſomething xext to Nothing, 
that is, the Ovſervatoz Himſelf : I go ſometimes 
to SAM*s, where People cry him up as the Aras 
of theChurch,the Argxs of the State,the very Buckle- 
and-Thong of Loyalty : And you ſee .how he 
vapours of his Forty Years Service to the Crown : 
Therefore I would gladly be inform'd what Migh- 
ty Exploits he perform'd during the Old Rebellion, 
what Commands he had, how many. Thouſand 
Pounds he expended, what Scars of Honour he 
received, | | 

Nobbs. You mult note, The Gentleman was a 
Younger Brother, (the Scandal of a worthy Family, 
who have long been aſham'd of him) and ſo far 
from being abie to Contribute to the Royal Cauſe, 
that during his Youth, Phill. Porter's Plow was 
his beſt Maintenance ; and *tis obſery'd, That he 
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liv'd more ſplendidly under the U/zrper, than ever 
before or ſince: Whence ſome have thought, that 
the ſame Wind which hurried Oid No#/ to Old 
Nick, might alſo puff away this Gallant's Coach 
and Horſes: For though he kept ſuch an Equi- - 
page before, they were never afterwards viſible, 

Ralph. This 1s nothing to his Perſonal Gallan- 
try ; Perhaps he Reſcu'd the Standard at Edz-1//, 
ſtorm'd Towns (as Mountebanks draw Teetl:) 
with a Touch,. or Routed whole Armies of tlic 
Rebels, like A/mzrzor. 

Nobbs. No, no; Valonr 1s none of his Tallent : 
He has more J}J/zt then to hazard his Precious Pr r- 
ſor with any Gxz but Joap's ; wiſely conſidering, 
that zf a man happen to be Spitted throunh the 
Lungs, or have his Brains dulPd with a Lump of 

Lead, 'twould go near to ſpoil his writing of 06- 
{ervators for ever, and then what would become ot 
the Government? He marches, indecd, equipp'd 
with a Sword, but "cis onely for Ornament : for he 
has not lo much Courage as a Guizmey-Fis ; a Boy 
of Fourteen may at any time di/-arm him with a 
Bean-Stalk. Did you never hear how Captain C. 
_ of Richmond Dbſervator'd him? Or how the 
Life-Guard-Man wrought a Miracle, and (for a 
moment) made him honeſt, 

Ralph. Of the firſt T have had ſome inkling ; 


he had LibelPd ſome of the Captains Relations, 
who thereupon gave him the Diſcipline of the 
Battoow, and made him Dance without his Fiddle ; 
which he receiv'd as became a Philoſopher : And 


'tis the beſt Argument he has to prove him a Chr;- 


ſtian, 
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ian, becauſe Preces & Lachryme were all his De-- 
fence, ---=- But for the Adventure of the Liteguard- 
man, I am in the dark. 

Nobbs. The Bulineſs was thus, — About the year 
1677. One Cole having a Sheet againit Popery ,. 
calld, 4 Rod for Rome, {or ſomc juch like Title) 
bearing hard upon the Jeſuites, ſent it un tor a 
Paſs-Port , Mr. Ovferver retuled it, ( as he gene- 
rally did things of that Nature) yet could give no 
reaſon ; ( For he. was not fo QUngenteel as to boatt 
the Kindneſſes he did the Romars.) Thus it lay by, 
till after the Diſcovery, of ;he Pot, when the Old 
man ſent it again by Mrs. Pur/w a-Printer : who 
having made 4o Jaunts in vain,at laſt ſeat:her Maid 
for his Policive Aniwer, but {he not being ſo much 
in his Favour as the Laſs (once) in Dack-laze, (to 
whom he never denyed any thing,) he returin'd ir, 
{wearing mott L/ooaily that he would not Alloy vt ; 
AstheWench came forih,w ho ſhould ſhe meetwi. k 
but a Gentleman of the Guard, her Acquaintance; 
who underſtanding what {he had been about, read 
the Copy, goes back with her, and as ſocn as he 
caine into the room, diſplaying the Paper by one 
COrner, as an Enſiiu of War, begins --D --me, do you 
deny ſuch an Honeſt Thins ar2aiinft- the Papiſts, ha? 
The Obſcrvator was jult ready to 4th:nize his 
Breeches, and with a thouſand French Cringes and 
Grimaces, Cries----Good Sir ! Noble Sir! As Pm 4 
Gentleman, I never refusd it, only the Maid importu-. 
ned me when 1 was buſy, —and preſently B.ſcraw!d 
the Paper. with his Licentions Fiff; The Wench 
was fumbling for the Ha/f-Crown, but her friend, 

plucke. 
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pluckt her away abruptly, and our Obſervator was 
lad he wasſo well rid of him,thongh with the loſs 
of 115 Fee. 

Ralph. But ftill where are-the Inſtances of his 
Atciuevments for Charles the-Martyr ? He boaſts 
in twenty of his Pamplitets, how* near he was to 
the Honour of the Gallows ; What was: he to be 
Hangs like Mum-Chazice , -for doing nothing ? 

Nobbs, No, but tor doing nothing to the purpoſe. 
Did you never ſee a little Hocns by fight of hand 
popping a piece ſeveral times, Grit out of one Pock- 
et, and then another, perſwade Folks he was dam- 
nable full of money, when - one poor Szce was all 
his Stock : Juſt ſo the Thads of our Obſervators 
Loyalty , when Examin'd, dwindle into one fin- 
gle, {orry, il-manag'd Intrigue at Lynn. Which 
was nzkedly thus. | 

About Novemb. 44. The Town of Ly2z being in 
the Rebels hands, the Gentleman you wot o0n, pre- 
tending abundance of Inteteſt there, when indeed 
he had none at all, procured a Commiſſion from 
His Majeſty to Reduce it, gracionily promifin 
ſum the goverzment of the Town, if he could fect 
it, and pay ment of all Rewards he ſhould promiſe, 
not exceeding 5000/7. &c. The Hair-braizd Un- 
«crtaver could think of no other way to Reduce it, 
but by ſending for one Cavtain' Leamon of Lynz, 
( one that had taken the Coverarrt, and a known 
Zealot for the Rebels Cauſe) to a Papiſts Houſe 
two or three miles off, and very diſcreetly blun- 
ders ont the Buſineſs; ſhews him his Commiſſion, 
promiſes him 1000/7. and. other preferments if - 

| would 
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would betray the Town, adding, That the King 
did value the ſurprizing that T own as half his Crown. 
[ Avery likely Tale !] Leamox perceiving what a 
weak Tool he had to deal with, ſeems to comply, 
but the ſame night acquaints the. Governour, Col- 
lonel Waltoz, and (according to promiſe) meets 
our Skulking Town-taker-next- day, but carried 
with him a Corporal in Seawans Habit; To whom 
he allo very frankly ſhewed his Commiſion. In 
the mean time, Lieutenant Strbb:27, and five Soul- 
diers habited !11ke Seamen , cane from Lynx to the 
houſe, and then” the diſgyisfd Corporal ſeizes our 
Gallaut Undertaker, whotamely ſurrenders both his 
Perſon and Commiſſion ; and 1o being brought to 
Lonaon, it being proved :at a Conrt Marriial at 
Gaild-Hall, and by himſelf. Confeffed, That he 
came into the Parliaments Quarters not in an ho- 
{tile manneras a Souldier,bur without Dr2z2, 1 ram- 
per,or Paſs,as a Spye, and had tampered with their 
Officers to betray the Garifon, he was for the ſame 
Sentenced to be Hanged,” Decemb. 28. 44, and pal- 
{ing from the Court through the Croud, uttered 
theſe Heroick words —1 atfire all people would take 
warming by me,that there may be no more Blood {hed in 
this kind, However by Appealing to the Loras he 
ſhuffled oF preſent-Execution;and having lain ſome 
time 'in Newgare, obtaind his Liberty ; but upon 
what valluable Conſiderations, muſt remain a Rial, 
unleſs his after Familiarity with Cromme!,and the un- 
accountable Port that he afterwards lived in,during 
thoſe times, help to explain it. | 
Ra/ph; The: Þoral of the -Account then ftands 
: ths, 
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thus, — 1, That the Gentleman - abuſed -the good 
Kinz with a falſe Story ; Tt ſeems. he thought it 
as caſy a matter to Surprize a Town,as to over-run 
the Printers Wife; but was ſhamefully defeated in 
both. 2. He manag'd the Afﬀair like a rafſþ Cox- 
comb, and was out-witted by a dult heavy Round- 
head. 3. Had it ſucceeded, though acknowledg'd 
Tutifiable,(ſuch prattijes being often uſed in Wars, 
much more 1n the Caſe of Rebels, where the ſeem- 
ing Treachery 1s but Daty) yet there is little of 
G/o77 to be derived from ſuch a pitiful Tampering 
Implcy, only it ſeems he was not judg'd Capable 
of any more Brave and Honourable, and therefore 
muſt make his moſt of this, 4. When he was in 
Danger of the Nooze, he Repented even of this 
his Loyal undertaking, 'and Szeat'd molt pitifully, 
and at laſt got of Ssſpzciouſly——So much for his 
Old Services. Now let's hear of his Expleits ſince 
the Reftauration. | 
Ns#6bs. — Xo ſooner was that Bliſsfu! Change, but 
our 06/er-ator firſt endeavour'd to ſet the old Ca- 
valiers at Variavce, and wrot againſt that faithtul 
Servant to the Crown, the Learned and Loyal Nir. 
James Hormel, and as far as he durlſt {narl'd at the 
Court and Chief Miniſters for not preferring him- 
ſelf (forſooth} as well as others. And tobe taken 
notice of, In Defiance to the 47 of Indemprity, and 
of his Majcſties moſt excellent Declaration touching 
Eceleſiaſtick Aﬀairs, CA Soveraign Balm that was - 
like to heal all our Wounds, and Mortity for ever 
the Deſigns of Rome ) he began to ripp up old 
Sores, and blow the Coals of Divifion amongit 
; Proteſtants, 


24 
Proteſtants under pretence of Expoſing the Preſ- 
byterians ; yet! the- Devil of Self-Intereſt Jog- 
ged his Elbow :'for the man is known, whobeing 
newly come-from Lambeth, and having received 
onely-Thanks and Benedictions inſtead of money, 
{wore——Damme! Let the B—5, henceforvards 
write for themſelves. After this,diſpairiug of high. 
er place, he aims at the ſuperviſal of thePreſs ( tor 
which his {cribbling humour had ſomewhat adap- 
ted him) then gives the Government perpetual 
(falſe) Alarms on that ſide ; but having once 
gain'd the Point, ſeon learnt the faculty to wink 
as oft as his Spectacles were Inchanted with the 
duſt of Pers. How thatAfair was man: g-d,Let the 
Bookſellers Guinies near Mercers-Chappel, The 
Books ſeized, afterwards privately ſold from Cam- 
bray-houſe, to be Publiſht, &«. be Inſtances ; but 
eſpecially the known Story of the Printers VVife 
( before mentioned) 1n Bartholomew-Cloſe, to whom 
he proſtituted the Intereſt of Church and State, 
offering to connive at her Husbang'sPrinting Trea- 
ſon, Sedition, Herely, Schiſm, any thing, if ſhe 
would but gratify his bruitiſh Luſt, | 

Ralph. But ſtill he was z:g4t to the Church of 
England. | | 

Nobs. Of his Zeal therein, there are theſe unde- 
niable Teſtimonies, | 

x. His having been forty times at Maſs by his 
own Confeſſion in Print. 

2. His not Receiving the Sacrament, or {ſo much 
as coming to his Pariſh- Church 1 2 long years and 


upwards. 
= 3. His 
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3: His approving Books deſtruCtive to all Chri- 
/tianity, As one Intituled, Anima mundi, burnt af 
terwards ( with his hand to it) by order ( if I mt- 
ftake not) of the Reverend Biſhap of London : A» 
nother callec A Treatiſe of Humane Reaſon, 


_ that deſerved the ſame Fate, as making every 


mans private Fancy Judge of Religion, the grand. 
Scandal which Papilts have theſe. 100. years falfly. 
caſt on Proteſtantiſm. | 

4 By Connivance at. Popiſh Pamphlets all the 
time-of his .Dictatorſhip; Not . one heving been 
during thoſe many years honaltly: Proſecuted by: 
him, though ns computed above 100 thouſand of 
them were .in that . ſpace diſperſed, to poiſon His: 

{ajeſties Proteſtant Subjects; Nay on thecontrary, - 

as often as that Active Loyal. Gentleman, Mr. M. : 
of the Company of S:atioxers, or' any other. of the 
Maſters or Wardens, or Mr.Stephens, Meſſenger of the » 
Preſs, had diſcovered any of thePapilts P amphlet- . 
Mazazines, this Obſerv tor either by ſecret Intelli- 
gerice prevented the Seizare, or afterwards ſhuffled 
off both B--k, and Proſecution, pretending the ſame 
appertain'd to his immediate care, and ſo.no more - 
was heard on't. 

Ralph. But all the Loyal-world commends his - 
Obſervators as witty and highly ferviccable ro the 
Goverment. | 

Nobbs. As. to the Wiz, (no great praiſe in aBlade 
of threeſcore and twelve) tis the- Obſervation of- 
Tudicious- Raleigh, Nihil eft Sapientie Odioſus 4- 
cumixe Nimio, Nothing is more an Enemy tv Wiſdom 
142. -Droll'ry- and Over-ſharpneſs of Conceit ;- Hot- + 
headed 
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| 


| 
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headed Youths, Unthinking ſhallow People, are ea- 
ſily taken, (as Larks are by*'Low-Bells) with'a Giz- 
gle of words; and perhaps ſome. She-Politicians 
may admire him ; But the Graver and more Con- 
{iderate Loyaliſts judge no Papers have really been 
more Prejudictal. to his Majeities Intereſt ; His de-' 
ſign therein is Evident, The 4& that formErly gave 
him Bread-, being Expired, ſomething muſt be 
done for a Lively-bood ; His Acquaintance, his In-- 
tereſt, lay on the Red-Letter'd Siae : who quickly 
Engage him to-Ridicule that Plot wage is Ma- 
jeſty and four {everalParliaments,(after ftricteſtIn- 
quilirion)had declar'd Horrid and Damnable; Hence” 
{ſtarted up the Braſs Screws, the Salamanca Certiji- 
cate, and twenty other Crorchets, which neither 
Secretary Caftlemain, nor Sing, nor any of their St. 
Omers Papils had the luck to think of, and yet al- 

< togetheras empty, Incoherent, and Nonſenſical as 
$ their. 04rhs and Allegations; But his feeders. ſtill 
nat thinking this enough, have of late put him up- 
# another Jobb; To-expoſe not only Fanaticts 


d Whiggs, but all Sober Church-men and Moderate 
Loyal Proteſtant Subjects under the fooliſh, but ' 
odious Name of {7:mmers, | 

Ralph.—But - ſtill he avows he writes 'tor the: 
Government. - 

Nobbs. Nothing more falſe ; he writes only for - 
his Belly ; *Tis the Cr«/t not the Cauſe he leaps at ; 
As long as he Scribbles with ſuch Provocations, tis 
impoſſible to it6p the other Pamphleteers.; Nay Hs 
has done The Fiition the greateſt Service of any 
mana living; being the Gezeral Pablifher of their 
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Clandeſtine. Pamphlets, -andcets People agog to! 
inquireafter, agd_ 443 ther: That -Lewd TImpn- 
dentand T raiteroys; Libel; The: Second part of the. 
Growth of Popery aud Arbitrary Government, fearce 
faw the Light, before he proclaimed and repeated 
it; And if Hunts {awcy Book bavei Sold #6650; He' 
is beholden at leaſt for,putting.off $eoo'of them, 
to the Obſervator. Someaffirm, that! for this '( Se-" 
cret ) Service he has a Penſion from the Whizgs, e- 
qual to his Preſents from the T orzes ; but tis cer- 
tain when apy body Prints an ob»oxtous Pamphlet, 
they firſt elfSit to him by the Perny-PoF,'tolaye 
10s. Charge of putting it in. the Gazer, (lt 
Ralph. —1T could not before gueſs at the Reaſon 
why he has of Jate expreſs'd {o much Malice againſt 
the honeſt Meſſenger of the Preſs, that according to ' 
his D#ty faithfully and Impartialy diſchargd- his 
Office towards ſuppteſſing all-Pamphlets,both Pha- 
natical and Popyh ; Burt if this Gentleman gets 
Friends by the oze, and money by the other ; ti. 
wonder, if he have a ſpight at every body tt5 * 
would” Damm up #0th. his: Mis at. once—But it 
grows late, and I am to meet a Friend at Sam's, fo 
Farewel till T ice you next. 
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